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could not think of thrashing such a contemptible coward.
The next day the officer resigned his commission.
In these early incidents of his career Olive never
appears as the aggressor. He expresses his opinion
firmly and decidedly, and he is ever ready to resent an
insult; "but he never seeks a quarrel. If he had possessed
the turbulent disposition with which he has been credited,
he would, in an age when duelling prevailed, have de-
generated into a bully. The haughty reserve of his
manner was ill calculated to make him popular with the
young writers and ensigns who were his daily com-
panions, and with whom there must have been frequent
sources of quarrel, yet his worst enemies were unable
to bring forward any anecdote to his dishonour or dis-
credit. He was soon to give proof of the high qualities
that he possessed.
When hostilities ceased in December 1748 England
and France had an unusual number of troops in India
whose presence was the 'source of considerable anxiety
to the local governors.     It was impossible for either
nation to disband before the arrival   of   definite   news
that peace had been concluded ; and it was at the same
time necessary to find employment and sustenance for
the soldiers,   Each side, partly from motives of economy,
partly from a desire to gain some material advantage,
resolved  to  employ its  troops as mercenaries   in  the
quarrels of the native princes.    The adoption  of this
policy,  which Dupleix justifies in a remarkable  letter
to the French Company, marts a turning-point in the
history of India.    In carrying it out the English " acted
with  great indiscretion, the French with the utmost
ambition."